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khasr. This is generally cultivated by hired labour, though the
Mahajans and other non-agriculturists prefer to get their khas
cultivated on the barga or sanjha system. In the latter case
the bargadar is prevented from acquiring any rights in land
either by propitiating the underlings of the Revenue Depart-
ment or by ejecting him for a short time every now and then.
Bengal, too, has its problems of farzi khas similar in nature to
those of farzi khudkasht of the U.P. It need hardly be empha-
sized that the zamindar can get much more by way of rent from
the bargadar than from a cultivator who has acquired tenancy
rights. And when cultivation is done by employing labourers,
the zamindars may either pay less than the market rate of wages
or may not give any wages at all. Khas is often cultivated by
begar labour. But this is not all. Begar labour is often em-
ployed for jungle clearance from the zamindar's estate, for
excavating tanks and digging ditches, for carrying materials
for the zamindar's buildings, etc. etc.

Abwabs or illegal levies by zamindars and their agents are
universal. Some of these are: rarianaf tahsilana, pyadgana,
khalbandi (embankments), bhandari kharach. Besides these
there are certain levies connected with social ceremonies. For
instance, on the occasion of a marriage, the father of the bride
and bridegroom have to pay a tax to the zamindar. Again, the
people have to give something to the zamindar whenever there
is a birth, marriage, or funeral ceremony in the latter's house. In
some cases, if the cultivator refuses to pay abwabs, or breaks
some vexatious estate rule, he is fined by the zamindar's agent.
In certain districts, as a whole these illegal exactions may
amount to 25 per cent or more of actual rent.1 It should be
mentioned that Government has several times declared the
exaction of abwabs illegal but these have not ceased to exist.
The causes explaining the persistence of begar and illegal
exactions have already been examined while discussing the
problems of the U. P.

As in other zamindari provinces, the severity with which

begar and abwabs are exacted depends partly on the position

of the zamindar, partly on the number of his agents, and partly

on the state of communications.    Normally these agents get only

1 Bakarganj District Gazetteer, p. 73.